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Papillomaviruses (PV) are small DNA viruses that induce a wide variety of skin and mucous
membrane hyperplastic lesions. They are considered important carcinogens in humans and
some high-risk PVs are directly responsible for the development of cervical cancers in
women (1). On the other hand, the role of PVs in the development of cutaneous squamous
cell carcinoma (SCC) is not as definite (2). There is however emerging epidemiological
evidence to suggest that PV might play an important role in skin cancerogenesis, especially
in epidermodysplasia (EV) associated-one. Evidence also suggests that ultraviolet (UV)
radiation contributes to the cancerization of some PV-associated skin cancers (3). Some
animals models support the causative role of PV in the induction of skin SCC: A few decades
ago, it was demonstrated that cottontail rabbit PV (CRPV) are able to induce skin cancers in
rabbit (4). .....

CNINE VIRAL PLAQUES

A few years ago Nagata described cases of canine viral pigmented plaques and suggested
that the condition could be the counterpart of human EV (8). Fourteen cases of this condition
have now been reported. Affected dogs usually present pigmented macules or slightly
hyperkeratotic plaques. Carcinomatous transformation (In situ and invasive carcinomas) has
been frequently reported in affected dogs (6 out of 14 cases).

FELINE VIRAL PLAQUES

Feline viral plaques in older or immunosuppressed cats bear also similarities with human EV
or canine pigmented viral plaques (9). Dysplasia or atypia is not present but feline viral
plagues often coexist in the same animal with bowenoid in situ carcinomas. As .....
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